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Liz Victor:
Volunteering for GLC brings many benefits

Liz Victor and Jeff Kramer plant trees at Point 
Creek Natural Area
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WHEN I VOLUNTEERED for Glacial Lakes 
Conservancy’s Outreach Committee in 2016, 
I did it for selfish reasons. My mother had 
just purchased 62 acres of woods, fields and 
wetlands along the Niagara Escarpment east 
of Fond du Lac with the wish to preserve the 
property for wildlife and future generations. 
My goal was to learn about Glacial Lakes Con-
servancy (GLC) and determine if a conserva-
tion easement was an option for my mother’s 
property.
     Fast forward to one of my best days of 
2019: Tree Planting Day at Point Creek Natural 
Area. You see, this was one of the first natural 
areas in Wisconsin that I visited after moving 
home following years of living out of state. I 
was amazed at how unspoiled the Preserve 
was compared to the natural areas I visited 
elsewhere. I was so excited to be able to do 
something for the future of Point Creek. On 
the blustery cold May day we were each given 
a 5 gallon bucket full of bare root trees and 

set loose to plant them. I smiled as I pictured 
someone like myself 50 years from now 
walking through native hardwoods instead of 
planted pines.
     Since 2016 I have taken advantage of many 
opportunities to volunteer for GLC. I have 
helped with land monitoring, stewardship, 
event planning, and project scoping for grant 
applications. I have asked all sorts of questions 
and have learned to appreciate the hard work 
that results in beautiful natural landscapes.

I smiled as I pictured someone 
like myself 50 years from now 
walking through native hard-
woods instead of planted pines.

Liz hikes and takes photos at a GLC event
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2020 Events:Liz Victor
Continued from PAGE 1

     When I now think back to my initial 
reasons for volunteering with GLC, I real-
ize that I have gained so much more than 
just knowledge of my environment.
     I have gained friendships with great 
people and a sense of purpose and com-
munity that was missing from my previ-
ous job. I feel part of something much 
bigger than myself and am amazed at the 
small ways I have made a difference in 
this wonderful part of the world.

From Rose Phillips: 
Thank You Liz
LIZ VICTOR is a very dedicated volunteer 
with GLC.  She is very knowledgeable 
about the history of Wisconsin’s land-
scapes and holds a degree in geology.  
Liz is passionate about protecting and 
promoting the outdoors and is actively 
engaged in projects, events, and outreach 
activities.  She is a fabulous contributor of 
photographs for our newsletter and social 
media platforms due to her great eye for 
creative shots.  Liz is always enthusiastic 
and highly reliable.  We are so lucky to 
know and work with her.
     We appreciate all our volunteers; the 
time they give and the diverse skills and 
perspectives they each bring to the table 
is tremendously valued. Thank you, Liz, 
for being an important member of the 
GLC.

The current pandemic crisis has caused 
GLC to delay, cancel, and/or alter many 
of our upcoming events. At this point, 
all indoor events scheduled through the 
end of May have been officially canceled.  
Outdoor events, such as Bird Banding 
with Bill on May 9th, will be evaluated 
on a case-by-case, day-to-day basis. We 
will continue to monitor this ongoing 
public health situation and keep you up to 
date on any changes to our Summer/Fall 
programming. Please watch our website 
www.glacaillakes.org for updates.

Cancellations:
• All Earth Day and Arbor Day events
• Annual Membership Meeting & 
Dinner Auction 5/17/20
 

IN DECEMBER 2019, sisters Cory and Dar-
leen Masiak partnered with Glacial
Lakes Conservancy (GLC) to permanently 
preserve their 80-acre family farm in
the Town of Newton. This farm has incor-
porated agriculture and conservation in
one property. It is located in the Seven-
mile and Silver Creeks watershed of the
Lake Michigan Basin. Twenty-one of those 
acres are enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
and a CREP Equivalent program through
Manitowoc County. This acreage sur-
rounds a narrow stream that runs 

through the 49 acres of rotational 
croplands and into a hardwoods forest 
where it eventually feeds into Pine Creek.

Pine Creek is currently listed as impaired 
by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources.
    Cory and Darleen’s parents, Harry and 
Marie, purchased the Masiak Farm
after they both returned home from serv-
ing in the military during World War II.
Speaking of their parents’ devotion for 
the place they called home for 50 years, 
the sisters said, “They invested so much 
of themselves into the farm; it
became a labor of love for them.”
Cory and Darleen have many cherished 
memories of growing up on the 80-

The Masiak Farm, Town of Newton
Memories of growing up on an 80-acre playground
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“This conservation easement 
is a means of passing the 
farm along to children of the 
future — as well as to wildlife 
and nature.”

April Showers (&GLC) Bring May Flowers
Delivered to your door - A beautiful flowering basket 

     Makes a great Mother's Day gift for a special mom in your life, or a "just to 
brighten your day" surprise for someone who needs it (I think we all know some-
one who needs uplifting right now...maybe that's YOU).     
     Deliveries can be made anywhere within our 
five-county service area (Sheboygan, Manitowoc, 
Calumet, Kewaunee, or Fond du Lac County).
     Date of delivery will be May 8/9 (before Mother’s Day).
     Containers and plants will vary. Social distancing will 
be respected. Need not be present day of delivery.

MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF $100 OR MORE* and we will show our 
thanks with a flowering basket delivered right to your door!

* Offer limited to the first 50 donors. To order, go to www.glaciallakes.org “donate” tab. 

UPCOMING OUTDOOR 
EVENTS:
Aug 9 Butterfly Walk, 1 pm Bella 
Terra.
Sept 12  “A restorative Tapestry” 10 
am at Van Der Brohe Arboretum, 
walking tour & presentation.
Sept 26 10 am Guided Outdoor 
Yoga at Willow Creek Preserve

Indoor events are cancelled; outdoor events 
are on the calendar for late summer and fall!
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Masiak Farm
Continued from PAGE 2

acre “playground.” Darleen remembers 
being stuck in the mud and having to be
rescued by her father using an assembly 
of ropes and boards. The girls recall
catching tadpoles in the spring and 
watching them turn into teensy frogs. 
They recall the enjoyment of building 
forts in the woods while playing with the 
neighbor children.
     They also had the almost daily fun of 
dodging a big mean rooster in the farm-
yard, a rooster that found their bare legs 
an attractive target.
     When asked how they feel knowing 
they have actively worked to preserve 
their farm for future generations, Cory 
said, “Since neither of us has children, for 
me there’s a sense of wrapping things up. 
We won’t be able to pass the farm along 
to our own descendants, so in a way this 
conservation easement is a means of
passing the farm along to children of the 
future — as well as to wildlife and nature.
And that makes me feel good. It’s a way 
of giving back.”
     GLC is thankful to Cory and Darleen for 
thinking of future generations and
entrusting GLC with the responsibility and 
the honor of protecting their family farm
in perpetuity.

Cole and Cindy Planted the Seeds...
The Bella Terra Conservation Easement 

The boardwalk to the excavated pond on 
Bella Terra

THE NORTHUPS joined GLC—then called 
the Sheboygan Area Land Conservancy—
in the 1990’s. In that same decade they 
purchased 35 acres of agricultural land 
in Sheboygan County. While walking the 
property for the first time, a cardinal flew 
overhead and they realized the snow-cov-
ered cornfield was meant to be theirs. 
They decided to name the property Bella 
Terra, Italian for beautiful land.
     The Bella Terra property was first des-
ignated as a conservation area, and later, 
when GLC began offering conservation 
easements, the Northups took up inter-
est. After a few years of careful consider-
ation, they elected to put Bella Terra into 
an easement, to ensure that their truly 
special property would be preserved both 
now and for future generations

     Following the purchase of land, 
the Northups built a house and barn 
and later expanded their property 
by adding 30 additional acres from a 
neighboring farmer who was downsiz-
ing. The portion they purchased was 
originally homesteaded by the farmer’s 
great-great-grandparents in the 1800’s, 
thus, the farmer was pleased that it 
was purchased by conservationists 
rather than a developer. The Northups 
final addition to their property was a 
strip of land along the Pigeon River. 
They were then able to engage in 
their true passion of seeding prairies 
and woodlands. Over the following 
decades, these efforts came to define 
the current and future landscape of the 
property.  

     Returning former farmland to a 
more natural state was no easy task for 
the Northups. They were careful to use 
different seed mixes for different parts 
of the property to ensure all were prop-
erly suited to the environment. They 
promoted growth by breaking up the 
soil and working seeds into the ground 
using a special seeding machine. In 
areas suited to become woodland, the 
Northups planted basswood, red oak, 
sugar maple, aspen, cottonwood, ash, 
white pine, and black willow. They 
planted a total of nearly 5,000 trees.
     Maintaining the unique character of 
the property required substantial work. 
To fight back weeds, the Northups had 
to mow the seeded areas frequently 
after germination. Controlled burns, 
mowing of encroaching aspen trees, 
and a constant effort to keep out 

non-native plants such as Queen Anne’s 
lace, thistle, and buckthorn were essen-
tial tasks for prairie maintenance. Over 
time, however, that work has paid off. The 
prairie has grown in density, and unique 
flower and grass mixes have thrived.  Sub-
stantial tree growth has also flourished 
in different corners of the property. The 
Bella Terra of today is roughly 70 acres 
of prairie, forest, and river that provide a 
safe space for pollinators and migratory 
birds, all under conservation with GLC. 
Bella Terra has indeed become a beautiful 
land.  

The creek at the Masiak Farm

While walking the property 
for the first time, a cardinal 
flew overhead, and they 
realized the snow-covered 
cornfield was meant to be 
theirs. They decided to name 
the property Bella Terra, Ital-
ian for beautiful land.
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Glacial Lakes Conservancy is a private, nonprofit land trust 
that provides enduring solutions for land conservation in Wis-
consin’s Lake Michigan Basin and serves Sheboygan, Manito-
woc, Calumet, Kewaunee, and Fond du Lac Counties. Contribu-
tions to further our efforts are appreciated.

529 Ontario Avenue
Sheboygan, WI 53081
920-273-1143
info@glaciallakes.org

Address Service Requested

Landowners of the Birchwood Lake Nature Preserve have 
published a book which showcases the transformation of 
their land over time. Bill Volkert and Connie Ramthun have 
been working on their land since 1982 to restore a series of 
natural communities native to this part of Wisconsin. Their 
5-acre land is adjacent to the Northern Kettle Moraine State 
Forest and lies along the shore of Birchwood Lake. They 
worked with Glacial Lakes Conservancy in 2014 to place their 
land under a conservation easement.
      Over the years, they built their house on the land and 
began removing invasive plants, including common buck-
thorn, Asian honeysuckle and multi-floral rose plus a host of 
non-native herbaceous plants. They transformed an old corn 
field to a native prairie, and Connie established a native plant 

Special thanks to those who helped with the content and editing 
of this issue of Landscapes: 

Hilary Hawley & Nathan Imfeld
Martha Schott
Rose and Cole Phillips
Cole and Cindy Northup

Fred & Gail Tyszka
Liz Victor
Abbey Vizelka
Cory and Darleen Masiak

nursery there as well. All the seeds for this were gathered 
from nearby sources to maintain the local genetic varieties.
      As their woodland was cleared of invasive shrubs, native 
wildflowers began to reappear. They also introduced a few 
locally sourced varieties of woodland wildflowers. Bill and 
Connie have not only continued to manage their land but also 
document their progress. Thousands of pictures were taken to 
catalog the changes. Additionally, they maintained a list of all 
the plants and animals found on their land. This compilation 
now includes more than 650 species, including 207 species of 
birds.
      The story of their land and land management efforts has 
been summarized as a pictorial history and was recently pub-
lished as a book, They hope this book will be useful to future 
landowners who are interested in working toward similar 
goals.  
     This book is available for $19.95 (plus $5.00 postage). 
Copies can be ordered by emailing Bill & Connie at natural-
ist@billvolkert.com.

New book, pictorial history of 
Birchwood Lake Nature Preserve


